cign policy Palnierston was always liberal,    always lighting for ^
cuuse of infant nations, always helping the progress of democracy/

An Estimate of I\ilmerston or His Work and Achievement. No
English Mulesmuii, excepting Gladstone, could lay claim to that vast
experience which distinguished the career of Pulmer&ton. He was
againNt reform and increase of democracy in home politics. During
the time he was in power, political life was stagnant at home and
any measure that aimed at reform was rejected. He was so strongly
opposed to popular reform at home that there was no chance of any
*uch agitation being successful as long as he lived. It is somewhat
strange that the statesman who did not allow artisans at home to get
the \otc should have fought for the cause of nationalism and demo-
cracy all over Europe. It 5s true, however, that the real importance
<tf Palmerston's career in English history lies in the fact that he gave
his country an honoured place in the Council of Nations.

In the sphere of foreign policy Palmerston played an immortal
part. From 1832 to 1865, with i few intervals, he dictated the rela-
tions of England with the world. In foreign policy his voice was
supreme. He was aggressive and dictatorial always bent upon vin-
dicating the power and influence of England. Under his guidance
England played really a vital part in all international affairs. Very
few English statesmen have occupied so important a place on the
wider stage of European History*

Yeoman's Service as Foreign Minister. As Foreign Minister
he rendered yeoman's service to his colleagues, by keeping the Conti-
nent at peace while they passed their Bills.

England owes much to his patriotism and sound commonsense.
He had a great belief in his country and in the British Constitution.
He voiced the popular feelings of Britain against foreign despots, as
he was the last man in the world to be intimidated by royalty. He
followed a bold and vigorous foreign policy by helping "all movements
which aimed at the establishment of independent nationalities and
constitutional governments. He regarded himself as a torch-bearer of
liberty in Europe, His foreign policy was eminently successful and
this raised the status of England in Europe. He did much to increase
England's honour and prestige abroad. "Lord Palmerston was a
statesman who was always prepared to defend the rights of his coun-
try. He tried to maintain the balance of power in Europe by his
foreign policy. He always looked to the honour and advantage of
England. His policy raised England to a high pedestal of glory in
the eyes of Europe. He was one of the foremost of the imperial sta-
tesmen of his time/'

He was opposed to the expansion of democracy in home politics,
but he favoured a certain degree of popular control over foreign po-
licy, for he considered himself, as Foreign Minister, responsible* rather
to public opinion than to his sovereign or even to his colleagues. He
stimulated a new popular interest in foreign questions.

He was a highly popular man. His countrymen loved him and
gave him the affectionate nickname of kTam'\